One of the best deeds that leads to success in both Dunya and Akhirah is 
giving charity in all of its forms. It brings comfort and ease to a Muslim 
in this life and acts as a shield for him against Hell in the hereafter. 


Before you is a book that is small in size but great in value. The book 
gained its strength from the Sunnah since the author restricted himself 
to quoting from the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet 2%. 


May Allah reward the author and make the book beneficial for the 
Ummah. 


Sheikh Dr. Ibrahim Nuhu alll daa> 


This is an excellent compilation of authentic narrations pertaining to 
sadaqah! May Allah reward all those who played a part in this 
publication and make it a means for the reader to be inspired to invest 
more via sadagah and build their Jannah. Barakallahufeek. 


Sheikh Bilal Ismail aU alaa> 


This book is an appreciated effort exerted in collecting the ahadith 
pertaining to charity with well-selected headers for every hadith, which 
draws the readers attention to the figh of the hadith. The book is 
inaugurated with a valuable introduction that sets a good foundation for 
the reader. 

Sheikh Mashhoor al-Suhaibi ai] aaa> 
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Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal ail da): 


The world ts the land for 
doing good deeds and 
the hereajter is the land 
of its reward so whoever 
does not carry out good 
deeds in this world then 
indeed will regret in the 
hereafter. 


[Dhail Tabagaat al-Hanabilah, 1/298] 


WHY 40 
HADITH? 


Why 40 Hadith? 


When we mention 40 Hadith, the first name that comes to 
mind is that of the legendary, Imam al-Nawawi aU da>). 
Imam al-Nawawis work was blessed and gained acceptance 
among the Ummah. Imam al-Nawawi was not the only 
scholar to compile a collection of forty Hadith. There have 
been hundreds of such collections, compiled by famous and 
influential scholars such as Abdullah ttn Mubarak, Ibn Aslam 
al-Tufi, al-Daragutni, Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani, al-Nisai, al- 
Sabuni, al-Sulami, al-Bayhaai, Shah Waliullah al-Dehlwi, and 
many, many others. Some compiled a collection of 40 
ahadith on good manners, some on Islamic creed, some on 
zuhd (asceticism), some on the virtues of reading the Quran, 
and the list goes on. 


So why 40 Hadith specifically? Imam al-Nawawi writes that it 
has been related to us in a weak narration from Ali bin Abi 
Talib, Abdullah bin Masud, Muadh bin Jabal, Ab ad-Darda’, 
Ibn Umar, Ibn Abbas, Anas bin Malik, Abu Hurayrah, and Abu 
Saeed al-Khudri agic aUl .»5) through numerous chains 
with varied narrations that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
"Whoever preserves for my nation forty hadiths concerning its 
religion — Allah will resurrect him on the Day of Resurrection 
among the jurists and scholars.” 


Following this tradition of our scholars in compiling 40 
Hadith, | embarked on this journey to collect 40 hadith that 
talk about sadagah (charity). It was only when | started going 
through the different narrations that it dawned on me just 
how difficult this task would be. It’s not difficult because of a 
technical issue, rather it is difficult because every hadith is 
just aS beautiful and useful as the next. Choosing just 40 
gems from the vast sea of Sunnah is no easy task, especially 
for a person like me. One of the special gifts the Prophet 
Muhammad ££ was graced with was jawami’ al-kalim (2olg> 
ejSJI) - a speech that was concise, yet comprehensive and full 
of meaning. We see scholars and experts pen commentaries 
Spanning volumes or teach classes that last months, just to 
explain and extract benefits from one single hadith of the 
Messenger of Allah 2. 


This also led me to appreciate our scholars even more who 
have worked so hard to codify, simplify, and make life so 
easy for us. Here are 2 examples that came to mind when we 
discuss selecting certain ahadith to teach something 
important. 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal ail doa>) Said: “The foundations of 
Islam are built upon 3 ahadith: 
1. The hadith of ‘Umar, Verily actions are by intention’ 
2.The hadith of Aishah, Whoever introduces into this affair 
of ours that which is not part of it, then it is rejected. 
4.The hadith of Numan ibn Bashir, ‘The halal is clear and 
the haram ts clear.” 


Imam Abu Dawud all de>) said: “! have written 500,000 
ahadith from the Prophet and | chose 4,800 ahadith for my 
Sunan. Out of those, 4 ahadith are enough for a person's 
practice of Islam: 
1."Deeds are judged by intentions,” 
2. A sign of man’s good observance of Islam (his piety) is to 
keep away from that which does not concern him, 
3. A believer will not attain true faith unless he accepts for 
his brother that which he accepts for himself,” 
4.°The lawful is clear and the unlawful is clear, and 
between that are matters that are doubtful (not clear)..” 


A major driving factor to compile 40 ahadith on charity was 
to provide a reference that has authentic and reliable 
narrations on the subject. This would be one of the first 
works on the subject in English in the 40 Hadith genre. Over 
the years, we have experienced people quoting extremely 
weak and at times fabricated narrations to motivate people 
to give charity. Hopefully, this compilation can become an 
easy reference for people wishing to educate people on the 
importance of charity in Islam. We have relied upon the 
grading of the earlier hadith scholars as well as cross- 
referencing them with that of the contemporary scholars in 
his compilation. 


For the ease of studying and benefiting from _ this 
compilation, we have structured the narrations in order of 
the following themes: 

e Intentions 

e The importance of charity 

e The call to give in charity 

e The types of charity 

e The best charity 

e The benefits and rewards of charity 


Why Focus on Charity? 


The act of sadagah or giving in charity holds a lofty position 
in the teachings of Islam. Islam Is a religion of action and 
implementation of good. Islam doesnt merely talk or 
formulate theories on goodness but teaches Muslims how to 
actively live and inculcate these teachings of goodness in all 
that we do. The act of charity is something that has been 
reported to have been a practice of all the Messengers that 
Allah sent down to us with His Message of Islam across time. 


Charity is not just about helping others but also ourselves. 
Giving sadaqgah instils in the giver a sense of gratitude, 
reminds one of Allah and His Blessings, and humbles the 
person if done in the correct manner. It is a means of 
Spiritual detoxification in this world. It is a win-win situation 
as Allah has promised to give us multiple times in return in 
this world and the hereafter. 


What does the Quran teach us about charity? Allah says, 
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“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may 
multiply it for him many times over? And it ts Allah who 
withholds and grants abundance, and to Him you will be 
returned.” {Surah al-Bagarah, 245] 
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You will never achieve righteousness until you donate some of 
what you cherish. And whatever you give is certainly well known 
to Allah. [Surah Aal Imran, 92] 
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Indeed, those men and women who give in charity and lend to 
Allah a good loan will have it multiplied for them, and they will 
have an honourable reward. {Surah al-Hadid, 18] 


33) Sj Joss Spall 65551 30 ol JS 08 @Li555 B Ge leds 

Sued 53 ySig GUS Loyd Uol UI) LHS 
And donate from what We have provided for you before death 
comes to one of you, and you cry, “My Lord! If only You delayed 
me for a short while, | would give in charity and be one of the 


righteous. {Surah al-Munafiqun, 10] 


All these ayat of the Quran and many others highlight the 
high status and importance of sadagah in Islam. The term 
Sadagah and its plural, sadagat, is mentioned in the Quran 
12 times, all of them in Madinan surahs. The term sadaqah Is 
at times even used to refer to zakat in the Sunnah of the 
Messenger of Allah. In Lisan al Arab it is said, “The root of the 
word zakah in Arabic means cleanliness, growth, blessing, and 
praise. All these meanings of the word are used in Quran and 
Hadith.” While according to Imam al-Wahidi and others, the 
root of “zakah” means to increase and grow and can be 
applied to multiple facets. 


Imam Ibn al-Qayyim al do>y Said, To Allah belongs the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth, yet He asks a loan 
from you (i.e. giving charity) but you are stingy. He created 
the seven seas but He loved a tear from you (out of fear of 
Him) but your eyes were tearless.” [Al-Fawa'id, 106] 


-_ 
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Those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah and do not 

follow their charity with reminders of their generosity or hurtful 

words—will get their reward from their Lord, and there will be 

no fear for them, nor will they grieve. 

[Surah al-Bagarah, 262] 
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Those who spend their wealth in charity day and night, secretly 

and openly—their reward is with their Lord, and there will be no 

fear for them, nor will they grieve. 

[Surah al-Bagarah, 274] 


Imam Ibn al-Qayyim alll do>, Said: ‘If those who give sadaqgah 
know that their sadagah falls on Allah's Hand before the hand of 
the poor, then surely, the joy of giving would be more than the 
Joy of receiving. [Madarij Al-Salikin] 
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Allah has made interest fruitless and charity fruitful. And Allah 
does not like any ungrateful evildoer. 
[Surah Al-Bagarah, 276] 


On the other hand, the word sadagah is derived from the 
word Sidg (6 » yo)’ which means truth or sincerity. Words 
that originate from the same root have similar meanings 
related to helping and emphasize the idea of trust and 
compassion. Technically, we can define sadagah as 
voluntarily charity given out of the goodness of one’s heart 
seeking the pleasure of Allah. 


Sadagah has a more general definition as compared to zakat 
which is more restricted in nature. For example, from a 
technical point of view, zakat refers to obligatory charity 
whereas sadagah refers to voluntary charity. Even non- 
monetary charities like smiling and removing something 
harmful from the road can be considered sadaqah. 
Essentially all zakat qualifies as sadagah but not all sadagah 
is necessarily zakat. In this collection, we will focus primarily 
on narrations pertaining to sadagah. 


Allah says, 
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To give charity publicly is good, but to give to the poor privately 

is better for you, and will absolve you of your sins. And Allah ts 

All-Aware of what you do. 

[Surah al-Bagarah, 271] 


Explaining this, scholars usually say, The best charity is 
hidden, and the best zakat is displayed.” 


Why? This is because charity has no limit, and it is something 
between a person and Allah. Zakat on the other hand is a 
fixed amount and has to do with establishing a pillar of 
Islam. Seeing zakat being carried out in public is important 
as a form of encouragement for others to follow suit and 
helps ward off the envy or suspicion from the poor of the 
community. 


TRUE IMPACT: 


CHARITY CHANGES 
LIVES 


True Impact: Charity Changes Lives 


Giving charity is one of the greatest signs of Iman. How? 
Whenever we give away money, we expect to get something 
in return. But when we give money for the sake of Allah 
without expecting any immediate physical returns, we are 
putting our absolute faith in the belief that Allah will repay 
us from His bounty even if we cant see it. Giving charity 
removes the elements of greed and the obsessive desire of 
wealth from one’s heart. 


Giving sadagah and zakat also helps break the dependency 
cycle and empowers the weak and marginalized sections of 
Our communities. With financial independence, there is self- 
Sufficiency, enhanced well-being and overall added value to 
society. 


Let's look at an incident from the life of the Messenger of 
Allah ## that signifies the life-changing impact of charity 
and the power of the community. 


One of the most famous companions of the Prophet # is 
Salman al-Farsi aic aU _~4). Born into a Persian family of 
Zoroastrians, Salman's journey across Arabia in the search of 
truth is stunning. Imam Bukhari narrates that he was sold as 
a slave by one master to another more than ten times (i.e 
between 145 and 19) till he was finally sold to the tribe of 
Banu Qurayza in Madinah. 


He was kept busy with the work of a slave until he missed 
attending Badr and Uhud with the Messenger of Allah 2. 
The man agreed to free Salman from his unjust slavery in 
return for 500 palm trees and 40 Ugqiyahs (units of gold). 
Being a Slave at this point, getting even half this amount 
would have been impossible for Salman. He would continue 
to be enslaved for years to come. So how did he gain his 
freedom? 


Narrating his own story, Salman dic au iS) Sald: Then the 
Messenger of Allah ## said to me: Draw up a contract of 
manumission, O Salman.” So | drew up aé contract of 
manumission with my master in return for three hundred 
palm trees which | would plant for him, and forty uqiyahs. 


The Messenger of Allah # said to his companions: Help your 
brother. So they helped me with the palm trees, one man 
gave thirty small trees and another gave twenty, and another 
gave fifteen, and another gave ten, i.e., each man gave 
according to what he had until they had collected three 
hundred small trees for me. 


Then the Messenger of Allah 2 said to me: Go, O Salman, 
and dig the holes where they are to be planted. When you have 
finished, come to me and | will plant them with my own hand.” 
So | dug the holes for them, and my companions helped me, 
then when | had finished, | came to him and told him. 


The Messenger of Allah 24 came out with me and we started 
to bring the trees close and the Messenger of Allah 
planted them with his own hand. By the One in Whose hand 
is the soul of Salman, not one single tree among them died. 


So | had paid off the trees but there still remained the 
money. A piece of gold the size of an egg was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah #8 from one of his campaigns. He said: 
“What happened to the Persian who had a contract of 
manumission?” | was summoned to him and he said: Take this 
and pay off what you owe, O Salman.” | said: How could this pay 
off everything | owe, O Messenger of Allah? He said: “Take it, 
and Allah will help you to pay off what you owe. So | took it 
and weighed it for them, and by the One in Whose hand is 
the soul of Salman, it was forty ugiyahs, so | paid them their 
dues and | was Set free. | was present with the Messenger of 
Allah ## at al-Khandag, and after that, | did not miss any 
major events with him. [Musnad Imam Ahmad (5/441)] 


Passive VS Active Charity 


In today’s terminology, this act of the Muslims could be 
called a crowdfunding campaign. A very important point to 
be highlighted in this story is that it wasnt passive charity or 
participation on behalf of the donors but active and dynamic 
participation. The donors knew exactly where and how their 
money was being used and who exactly was benefiting from 
it. Also, there was trust in the decision of the person who had 
identified this campaign for the people to come together to 
crowdfund. Sadly today, many platforms and charities are 
plagued with mismanagement of funds and corruption 
because of which people have lost trust or at least look at 
such efforts with a suspicious eye. 


From the story of the freedom of Salman al-Farisi, we learn 
how the Prophet # built Madinah as a society and instilled 
brotherhood among the sahaba. The Prophet ## not only 
asked the sahaba to help their brother, but they also had to 
put in the effort of digging out the donated trees from their 
lands and digging a hole to transfer-plant it in the new 
location too. 


It wasn't a detached donation but rather an attached 
investment 


Allah says, 
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“The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of 
Allah is like a seed of grain) which grows seven spikes; in each 
spike are a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for 
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.” 
[Surah al-Bagarah, 261] 


No one would reject a /00% return on their investment, 
right? And this is also just the tip of the iceberg as Allah's 
bounties know no limit. He can reward His servant with a 
hundredfold of this based on the intention of the giver. 


Donating is just one aspect, but actually volunteering and 
taking the charity to the people dignifies the deed. The 
Master of the Children of Adam, the Vessel of Revelation, the 
Imam of the Prophets of Allah ## at over 50 years of age, 
under the Arabian sun walks down to plant 500 date trees all 
by himself just for the sake of a slave.The Prophet ## didn’t 
just see a Slave but rather He saw a Believer seeking the 
Truth. 


THE 
IMPACT 
OF ACTIVE 
CHARITY 


The Impact of Active Charity 


The Battle of Trench was fought that exact same year in 
which Salman was freed. We all know who was the game- 
changer in this Battle. As a scholar, Salman dic aU LS) WaS 
noted for his vast knowledge and wisdom. Abu Hurairah (2) 
dic dl is said to have referred to Salman as “Abu Al 
Kitabayn” (The Father of the Two Books, I.e., the Bible and 
the Quran) and Ali dic au _~4) IS said to have referred to 
him as Luqman al-Hakeem (Lugqman the wise — reference to 
a wise man in the Quran Known for his wise statements) And 
Ka’b al-Ahbar said, “Salman is stuffed with knowledge and 
wisdom - an ocean that does not dry up.” 


Salman dic al _~4) had a knowledge of both the Christian 
Scriptures and the Quran in addition to his earlier knowledge 
of the Zoroastrian religion. Some reports suggest that 
Salman dic al _~4) In fact translated parts of the Quran Into 
Persian during the lifetime of the Prophet ## which earned 
him the honour of being the first person to translate the 
Quran into a foreign language. 


Another important lesson we learn from this is that it 
showcases a Classic example of impact crowdfunding. The 
Prophet ## identified the problem as well as provided a 
solution for it along with calling upon the community to 
come together to help. In the fast-paced world, it is very easy 
to get lost in the overflow of information. If the people are 
properly aware of the issues at hand, and there are proper 
facilities at hand to manage the funds, people will 
participate for sure. 


Like this story of Salman a-Farsi, there are many more stories 
in our history. Muslim organisations have been working 
round the clock for years in service of our brothers and 
sisters. Why is this work important? Luminaries from the likes 
of Prophet Musa adxuJl auc to Caliph Umar Ibn al-Khattab 
dic all _~4) to Imam Ibn Taymiyyah ail do>)y to Sheikh al- 
Albani ai do>y) among many others were all technically 
refugees and emigrants. They were all people that at some 
point needed help and support. This also teaches us that we 
should not look down on underprivileged people for they are 
just being tested by a test from Allah that is different from 
ours. Rather, we should try to help wherever we can to the 
best of our abilities. We never know, we may be unearthing 
and helping support the next gem this Ummah dearly needs. 


Abu Mas’ud dic dil iS) reported: The Prophet a said, 
“Whoever guides someone to goodness will have a reward like 
one who did it.” [Sahih Muslim] 


THE 40 
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Intention: The Ultimate Foundation 
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Narrated Umar bin al-Khattab aic ail ix): | heard Allah's 
Messenger (#) saying, "The (reward of) deeds, depend upon 
the intentions and every person will get the reward 
according to what he has intended. So whoever emigrated 
for the sake of Allah and His Messenger, then his emigration 
will be considered to be for Allah and His Messenger, and 
whoever emigrated for the sake of worldly gain or for a 
woman to marry, then his emigration will be considered to 
be for what he emigrated for." 

Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6689 and Sahih Muslim, 1907a 


This hadith was recorded by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim tn 
their respective collections of Sahih ahadith. It is an agreed- 
upon hadith meaning it is of the highest level of authenticity. 


Imam Ibn Hajr al-Asgalani all de>) quotes Imam Bukhari! 
aUl do>) who says, “There is no other narration from the 
ahadith of Prophet ## that is more comprehensive, or rich in 
meaning, or plentiful in benefit than this hadith.” Imam 
Bukhari mentions this hadith 7 times in his Sahih. 


This is to show the importance of intention. Any action that 
is done needs to have an intention behind it. Without the 
proper intention, no matter how mighty the action, its value 
can be turned to dust. With the proper intention, the smallest 
of deeds can be turned into mountains. 


Supporting Narrations 
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Abu Hurairah dic al _~S) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, A man intended to give charity, so he went out with 
his charity and placed it in the hands of a thief. In the 
morning, people were saying: Charity was given to a thief! 
The man said: O Allah, praise be to you! 


The man again intended to give charity, so he went out with 
his charity and placed it in the hands of an adulteress. In the 
morning, people were saying: Charity was given to an 
adulteress in the night! The man said: O Allah, praise be to 
you for the adulteress! 


The man again intended to give charity, so he went out with 
his charity and placed it in the hands of a wealthy person. In 
the morning, people were saying: Charity was given to a 
wealthy person! 


The man said: O Allah, praise be to you for the thief, the 
adulteress, and the wealthy person! Then, it came to him ina 
dream and it was said: “As for your charity to the thief, 
perhaps it will cause him to give up stealing. As for the 
adulteress, perhaps it will cause her to give up adultery. As 
for the wealthy person, perhaps he will learn a lesson and 
spend in charity from what Allah has given him.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1355 and Sahih Muslim, 1022 


Allah Accepts Only That Which Is Good 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail _~S) reported Allah's Messenger (24) as 
saying: O people, Allah is Good and He, therefore, accepts 
only that which is Good. 


And Allah commanded the believers as He commanded the 
Messengers by saying: O, Messengers! Eat from what is good 
and lawful, and act righteously. Indeed, | fully know what 
you do.” [Surah al-Mu'minun, 51]. 


And He said: "O believers! Eat from the good things We have 
provided for you. [Surah al-Bagarah, 1/72]. 


He then made a mention of a person who travels widely, his 
hair dishevelled and covered with dust. He lifts his hand 
towards the sky (and thus makes the supplication): ‘O Lord, O 
Lord, whereas his diet is unlawful, his drink is unlawful, and 
his clothes are unlawful and his nourishment is unlawful. 
How can then his supplication be accepted? 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1015 


Supporting Narrations 
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It was narrated from Simak bin Harb, that Musab bin Sad 
Said: Abdullah bin Umar came to visit Ibn ‘Amir when he 
was sick and he said: Wont you supplicate to Allah for me, O 
Ibn ‘Umar?’ He said: 'l heard the Messenger of Allah (#2) say: 
‘No Salat is accepted without Wudhu (purification), and no 
charity (is accepted) that comes from Ghulul® “ and you were 
the governor of Al-Basrah. 


Ghulul refers to goods stolen or misappropriated from the 
spoils of war before their authorized distribution. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 224a 
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‘Awf ibn Malik aic aUl 8) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 came to us in the masjid and he had a staff in his hand. A 
man among us had hung a bundle of brittle dates, so the 
Prophet (#8) started striking that bundle with his staff and he 
said, If he wished he could have given better charity than 
this. Verily, the one who gave this in charity will eat brittle 
dates on the Day of Resurrection.” 


Source: Sunan Abu Dawud, 1608 
Grade: Hasan 


No Excuses: Everyone Can Participate 


BE we 
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Abu Dharr dic ai iS) reported: some of the companions 
came to the Prophet ## and they said, O Messenger of Allah, 
the rich have taken all the rewards. They pray as we pray, 
they fast as we fast, and they give charity from their extra 
wealth.” 


The Prophet # said, ‘Has Allah not made ways for you to 
give charity? In every glorification of Allah is charity, in every 
declaration of His greatness is charity, in every praise of Him 
is charity, in every declaration of His oneness is charity, 
enjoining good Is a charity and forbidding evil is charity, and 
ina mans intimate relations with his wife is charity.” 


They said, (O Messenger of Allah, is there a reward for one 
who satisfies his passions?” The Prophet # said, “You see 
that if he were to satisfy his passions with the unlawful, it 
would be a burden of sin upon him? Likewise, if he were to 
Satisfy himself with the lawful, he will have a reward. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1006 


Supporting Narrations 
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Hudhaifah aic aU)! _.6) reported: The Prophet £¥ said, 
“Every good deed is charity.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1005 
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Umar ibn al-Khattab dic ail (4) Said: “Good deeds boast in 
front of each other. And charity says: | am the best amongst 
you. [Sahih al-Targheeb}] 
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Narrated Aisha lgic all ys): Allah's Messenger (#) said, 


". [he most beloved deed to Allah is the most regular and 
constant even if it were little." 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6464 


Charity Doesn't Decrease Wealth 
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Abu Hurairah dic al _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“ said, Charity does not decrease wealth, no one forgives 
another but that Allah Increases his honour, and no one 
humbles himself for the sake of Allah but that Allah raises 
his status.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 2588 


Supporting Narrations 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail _~S) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, Allah said: Spend in charity, O son of Adam, and | 
will spend on you. 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 5452 and Sahih Muslim, 993 


Charity: A Protection Against Turmoil 


vidi 58" plus ale alll jbo all Jods Jib JB 8555 SI be 
0b) 38 Ge a8 dle Al Gua WAI OS So 455 obs Os 
589 895315 WA «8 ale WI 5.25 pads Vle 585 S09 dalial 
SS be si O9= G8 Alla 655419 Al ¢ 9 AU 35h alee ao 

aj all Jae lale 443 Gaoil) yb Ahi 505 asl osé .8 Nall 
Sli Al os be cai 8 858 Gi! la5 disll | yb 
Ages aU Si égilé ES 3! Res Bgti51 9 all OLS 
ae Bs 5 ie asst sss a pals a5 


Abu Hurairah dic al _~4) reported Allah's Messenger (4) as 
Saying: He who alleviates the suffering of a brother out of 
the sufferings of the world, Allah would alleviate his 
suffering from the sufferings of the Day of Resurrection, and 
he who finds relief for one who Is hard-pressed, Allah would 
make things easy for him in the Hereafter, and he who 
conceals (the faults) of a Muslim, Allah would conceal his 
faults in the world and in the Hereafter. 


Allah is at the aid of a servant so long as the servant is at the 
aid of his brother, and he who treads the path in search of 
knowledge, Allah would make that path easy, leading to 
Jannah for him and those persons who assemble in the house 
among the houses of Allah (mosques) 


and recite the Book of Allah and they learn and teach the 
Ouran (among themselves) there would descend upon them 
tranquillity and mercy would cover them and the angels 
would surround them and Allah mentions them in the 
presence of those near Him, and he who is slow-paced in 
doing good deeds, his (high) lineage does not make him go 
ahead. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 2699a 


Supporting Narrations 
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Hudhaifa dic alll x4) reported: We were one day in the 
company of Umar that he said: Who amongst you has 
preserved in his mind most perfectly the hadith of Allah's 
Messenger (#) in regard to the turmoil as he told about it? | 
Said: It is |. Thereupon he said: You are bold (enough to make 
this claim). And he further said: How? 


| said: | heard Allah's Messenger (#8) as saying: There would 
(first) be turmoil for a person in regard to his family, his 
property, his own self, his children, his neighbours (and the 
sins Committed in their connection) would be expiated by 


fasting, prayer, charity, enjoining good and prohibiting evil. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 144d 


Attaining The Mercy of 
The Most Merciful 
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Abdullah ibn Amr aic all 6) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah 4% said, The merciful will be shown mercy by the Most 
Merciful. Be merciful on the earth, and you will be shown 
mercy from Who is above the heavens. The womb is named 
after Ar-Rahman, so whoever connects It, Allah connects him, 
and whoever severs it, Allah severs him.” 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1924 
Grade: Hasan 


Charity: A Means To Win Allah's 
Blessings 
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Narrated Asma lgic aU _~4): Allah's Messenger (2) said, 
“Give (in charity) and do not calculate what you give (give 
reluctantly) lest Allah should give you in a limited amount, 


and do not withhold your money lest Allah should withhold 
it from you.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 2591 


Supporting Narrations 
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Musab ibn Sad reported: Sad viewed himself as better than 
those below him. The Prophet ## said to him, Are you not 
given support and provision due to your weak ones?” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukharli, 2749 
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Sa’d ibn Abi Waqaas dic ail (4) reported: The Prophet #% 
said, Verily, Allah only supports this nation due to their 
Support of the vulnerable and the poor, and due to their 
Supplications, their prayers, and their sincerity.” 


Source: Sunan al-Nasai, 5178 
Grade: Sahih 
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Narrated Asma lgic aU x4) ‘Once | said, “O Allah's 
Messenger (#%)! | have no property except what has been 
given to me by Az-Zubair (i.e. her husband). May | give in 
charity?" The Prophet (#) said, "Give in charity and do not 


withhold it; otherwise Allah will withhold it back from you.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 2590 
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Abu Darda aic ail (4) reported: The Prophet ## said, “Seek 
out the vulnerable for me, for you are only given provision 
and divine support due to your care for the vulnerable.” 


Source: Sunan Abu Dawud, 2594 
Grade: Sahih 


Half A Date Can Change Your Fate 
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Narrated “Adi bin Hatim aic ail _~4): The Prophet (4) 
mentioned the Fire and turned his face aside and asked for 
Allah's protection from it, and then again he mentioned the 
Fire and turned his face aside and asked for Allah's 
protection from it and said, 


‘Protect yourselves from the Hellfire, even if with one half of 
a date, and he who cannot afford that, then (let him do so) by 
(Saying) a good, pleasant word.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6564 


Supporting Narrations 
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Aisha \gic all _~4) reported: A poor woman came to me along 
with her daughters. | gave her three dates. She gave a date to 
each of them and then she took up one date and brought that to 
her mouth in order to eat that, but her daughters expressed a 
desire to eat it. She then divided the date that she intended to 
eat between them. This (kind) treatment of her impressed me 
and | mentioned that which she did to Allah's Messenger (#2). 


Thereupon he said: Verily Allah has assured Jannah for her, 
because of (this act) of her, or He has rescued her from Hell-Fire. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 2630 


The Reality of Wealth 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail _~4) reported Allah's Messenger (24) as 
Saying: A servant says, My wealth. my wealth, but out of his 
wealth three things are only his: whatever he eats and makes 
use of or by means of which he dresses and it wears out or 
he gives as a charity, and this is what he stored for himself 
(as a reward for the Hereafter), and what is beyond this (it is 
of no use to you) because you are to depart and leave it for 
other people. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 2959a 


Supporting Narrations 
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Ibn Mas’ud dic ail _»~4) reported: The Prophet 8 said, 
“Which of you loves the wealth of his heirs more than his 
own wealth?” They said, (O Messenger of Allah, there are 
none of us but his own wealth is more beloved to him.” 


The Prophet # said, “Verily, his true wealth is what he puts 
forward and the wealth of his heirs is what Is left behind.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6077 
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Aisha lgic ail iro) reported: They slaughtered a sheep and 
gave in charity from it. The Prophet, #%, said, ‘What remains 
of it?” Aisha said, Nothing remains but its shoulder.” 


The Prophet # said, All of it remains but its shoulder.” 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 2470 
Grade: Sahih 


Charity: The Key to Repentance 


ling ale al jbo gill 55 HI Js aie al (8) - 55558 UI SI 
Js 55 gael * - SUAS) 39 lal le C85 CSS Jlis 
‘JB Shit 3 J ” Gils Ohad 28 " J J va 
Quali] J - Sas 9 9 5)2) (18 Jol Jl." USuine Sui Aabls 
Gis jaa! Cle JB.” le Gua Str) ga & ‘les Sol Spal 
ale ail (lo gyi Duds Us 588] ou Jal Qi8¥ GF Le als 
" [3 abla" JNé bi>195 5S U3 elwo 


Narrated Abu Hurairah dic ail x4): A man came to the 
Prophet (#) and said, "| have been ruined for | have had 
sexual relation with my wife in Ramadan (while | was 
fasting)" The Prophet (#) said (to him), "Manumit a slave." 
The man said, | cannot afford that.” 


The Prophet (#8) said, "(Then) fast for two successive months 
continuously. The man said, ‘| cannot do that.’ 


The Prophet (#) said, "(Then) feed sixty poor persons." The 
man said, ‘| have nothing (to feed them with).” Then a big 
basket full of dates was brought to the Prophet. 


The Prophet (#) said, "Where is the questioner? Go and give 
this to charity.” The man said, “(Shall | give this in charity) to 
a poorer person than l? By Allah, there is no family in 
between these two mountains (of Madinah) who are poorer 
than we.” 


The Prophet (#8) then smiled till his premolar teeth became 
visible, and said, “Then (feed) your (family with it).’ 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6087 


Supporting Narrations 
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Abu al-Zara reported: Abdullah ibn Masud dic all UD) Sald, 
“A monk worshipped Allah in his hermitage for sixty years. 
Then, a woman came and laid down at his side, so he laid 
down with her and was intimate with her for six nights. He 
became regretful and he fled. He arrived at a masjid and 
sought refuge in it and remained inside for three days 
without eating anything. 


He was given a loaf of bread, so he broke it into two halves 
and gave half to the man on his right and half to the man on 
his left. Allah sent to him the angel of death to take hold of 
his soul. 


The angel placed his deeds of sixty years upon one side of 
the scale and he placed the six nights on the other side, yet 
the six nights outweighed it. Then, he placed the loaf of 
bread on the scale and it outweighed the six nights.” 


Source: Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, 33524 
Grade: Sahih 


The Giving Hand VS The Taking Hand 
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Abdullah ibn Umar aic ail _~S) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah 2% said, The upper hand is better than the lower hand. 
The upper hand Is one that gives and the lower hand Is one 
that takes.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1429 and Sahih Muslim, 1034 


Supporting Narration 
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Hakim ibn Hizam dic all _4) reported: The Prophet # said, 
“Verily, this wealth is green and sweet. Whoever receives it 
with a pure soul will be blessed in it. Whoever receives it 
with a selfish soul will not be blessed in it, for he ts like one 
who eats and is not satiated. The upper hand is better than 
the lower hand.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 14045 and Sahih Muslim, 1055 


The Angles Make Dua For You 
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Abu Hurairah dic al (4) reported: Messenger of Allah (#8) 
Said, Every day two angels descend and one of them says, O 
Allah! Compensate (more) to the person who gives (in 
charity); while the other one says, O Allah! Destroy the one 
who withholds (charity, etc)’. 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1442 and Sahih Muslim, 1010 


Help Others to Help Yourself 
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Anas bin Malik aic aU _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, No Muslim plants a tree or sows a seed and then a 
bird, or a human, or an animal eats from it but that It is a 
charity for him.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 2420 and Sahih Muslim, 1554 


Supporting Narration 
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Suraga ibn Jushum reported dic all _~4): | asked the 
Messenger of Allah ## about a lost camel who comes to 
drink from my cisterns that | have prepared for my own 
camels, Will | be rewarded if | give it some water to drink?” 
The Prophet ## said, “Yes, in every living being is a reward 
for charity.” 


Source: Sunan lbn Majah, 45686 
Grade: Sahih 


Charity: A Cure 
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From Ubadah bin Samit aic al iS) Who said | heard the 
Messenger of Allah ## saying: There is no person who is 
afflicted with a wound on his body, and he gives charity due 
to that, then Allah expiates from him the like of what he 
gave in charity.” 


Source: Musnad Imam Ahmad, 227% 
Grade: Sahih 


Connect with The Book of Allah 
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Narrated Uqbah ibn Amir al-Juhani dic all Lx): The Prophet 
(2) said: One who recites the Qur'an in a loud voice is like 
one who gives charity openly, and one who recites the 
Qur'an quietly is one who gives charity secretly. 


Source: Sunan Abi Dawud, 1334 
Grade: Sahih 


The Small Stones Start an Avalanche 
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Abu Hurairah dic al _x4) Narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah (#4) said: “Sadagah is due on every joint of a person, 
every day the sun rises. Administering justice between two 
men is also a sadagah. And assisting a man to ride upon his 
beast, or helping him load his luggage upon it, is a sadagah; 
and a good word is a Sadagah, and every step that you take 
towards prayer is a Sadagah, and removing of harmful things 
from the pathway Is a Sadaqgah.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1009 


Supporting Narrations 
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Jabir ibn Sulaym dic ail 4) reported: | came to the 
Messenger of Allah #% and | said, “O Messenger of Allah, 
instruct me.” The Prophet said, “Fear Allah and do not belittle 
any good deed, not even emptying your bucket in a cup for 
someone to drink or speaking to your brother with a cheerful 
face.” 


Source: Musnad Imam Ahmad, 20653 
Grade: Sahih 
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Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib dic a (4) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah, 8, said, Whoever donates a gift of milk, or a piece of 
Silver, or who guides others through a Strait, he will be 
rewarded as if he has freed a Slave.” 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1957 
Grade: Sahih (al-Albani) 
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Abu Dharr dic all 45) is reported as saying, "Your putting 
some of the water from your bucket in your brothers bucket 
iS Sadagah. Your enjoining the good and forbidding the evil is 
Sadagah. Your removing stones, thorns and bones from 
peoples path is sadagah. Your guiding a man in a place 
where there are no guides Is Sadaqah. 


Source: Adab al-Mufrad, 891 
Grade: Sahih 


Charity Begins with Home 
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Narrated Abu Masud al-Badri dic ail iS): The Prophet (24) 
said, A man's spending on his family Is charity.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 4006 


Supporting Narrations 
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Narrated Saad bin Abi Waqgas dic aU 4): Allah's 
Messenger (#) said, "You will be rewarded for whatever you 
spend for Allah's sake even if it were a morsel which you put 


in your wife's mouth.- 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 56 
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Al-Miqdam aic ai) ,.4) heard the Prophet #% say, "What you 
feed yourself is sadagah. What you feed your child, your wife 
and your servant is Sadaqah.° 


Source: Adab al-Mufrad, 195 
Grade: Sahih 


The Greatest Reward Is 
Spending On Family 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail (4) reported: Messenger of Allah (#2) 
said, A dinar you spend in Allah's way, or to free a Slave, or 
as a Charity you give to a needy person, or to support your 
family, the one yielding the greatest reward is that which you 
spend on your family’. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 995 


Everyone Involved With 
Charity Is A Winner 
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Aisha reported lgic ail (5): The Messenger of Allah £2 said, 
“When a woman spends in charity from the food of her 
house, without wasting It, she will have a reward from what 
she spent. 


Her husband will have a reward from what he earned, and 
the trustee will have a similar reward. Their rewards will not 
decrease each other at all.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1359 and Sahih Muslim, 1024 


Supporting Narration 
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Rafi bin Khadij dic aU Lx) Narrated: ‘| heard the Messenger 
of Allah # saying: ‘The one who works in collecting charity 
in truth is like the one who fights in the cause of Allah until 


he returns. — 


Source: Jami at-Tirmidhi, 645 
Grade: Sahih 


Charity For Those That 
Have Passed Away 
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Aisha lgic au _~4) reported: A man came to the Prophet oe 
and he said, O Messenger of Allah, my mother died suddenly 
without writing a will. | think if she could speak, she would 
give in charity. Will she have a reward if | give charity on her 
behalf?” The Prophet (#) said, Yes.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 14388 and Sahih Muslim, 1004 


Supporting Narration 
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas aic ail iS): A man said: Messenger of 
Allah (2), my mother has died; will it benefit her if | give 
Sadaqah on her behalf? He said: Yes. 


He said: | have a garden, and | call you to witness that | have 


given it as sadagah on her behalf. 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 669 


Grade: Hasan 


The Hereafter Investment 
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Abu Hurairah dic al _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
sz said, When the human being dies, his deeds end except 
for three: ongoing charity, beneficial Knowledge, or a 
righteous child who prays for him.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1631 
Grade: Sahih 


Fulfill Your Amanah 
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Abu Musa dic dil (4) reported: The Prophet #8 said, The 
honest Muslim storekeeper, who carries out his orders 
completely, giving with a cheerful heart and paying those 
whom he was ordered to pay, he is one of two who have 
given in charity.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari,1371 and Sahih Muslim, 1023 


The Prophet's ## Attitude 
Towards Charity 
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Jabir aic all (4) reported: The Prophet #4 was never asked 
anything for which he said no. 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 5687 and Sahih Muslim, 2311 


Supporting Narrations 
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Narrated Ibn Abbas dic ail _~): Allah's Messenger (2) was 
the most generous of all the people, and he used to reach 
the peak in generosity in the month of Ramadan when Jibreel 
met him. Jibreel used to meet him every night of Ramadan to 
teach him the Qur'an. Allah's Messenger (#%) was the most 
generous person, even more generous than the strong 
uncontrollable wind (in readiness and haste to do charitable 
deeds) 
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Narrated Ugba bin al-Harith dic au _~4): Once the Prophet 
(2) offered the Asr prayer and then hurriedly went to his 
house and returned immediately. | (or somebody else) asked 
him (as to what was the matter) and he said, ‘I left at home a 
piece of gold which was from the charity and | disliked to let 
it remain a night in my house, so | got it distributed.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1440 


A Heart of Gold 
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Anas bin Malik dic ail iS) reported that a person requested 
Allah's Apostle (#4) to give him a very large flock and he 


— 


gave that to him. He came to his tribe and said: 


"O people, embrace Islam. By Allah, Muhammad donates so 
much as if he did not fear want.” 


Anas said that the person embraced Islam for the sake of the 
world but later he became Muslim until IsLam became dearer 
to him than the world and what it contains. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 2412b 


Supporting Narrations 
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Narrated Sahl aic a _4): A woman brought a woven Burda 
(sheet) having edging (borders) to the Prophet (#%). Then 
Sahl asked them whether they knew what Is Burda. They said 
that Burda is a cloak and Sahl confirmed their reply. Then the 
woman said, | have woven it with my own hands and | have 
brought it so that you may wear it.” The Prophet (#) 
accepted it, and at that time he was in need of it. So he came 
out wearing it as his waist sheet (izar). 


A man praised it and said, ‘Will you give it to me? How nice 
it is!" The other people said, “You have not done the right 
thing as the Prophet (#) is in need of it and you have asked 
for it when you Know that he never turns down anybody's 
request. The man replied, ‘By Allah, | have not asked for it 
to wear it but to make it my shroud. Sahl added; ‘Later it 
(i.e. that sheet) was his shroud.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1277 
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Abdullah al-Hawzani reported: | met Bilal, the caller of 
prayer for the Messenger of Allah #% in Aleppo and | said, O 
Bilal, tell us about the spending of the Prophet.” Bilal said, 
“He would not have anything left. | was the one to manage it 
for him since Allah sent him until the day he died. If a 
Muslim came to him and he saw him naked, he would order 
me to depart, borrow money, and purchase a cloak for him, 
then | would clothe him and feed him.” 


Source: Sunan Abu Dawud, 3055 
Grade: Sahih 


True Brotherhood: Competing In 
Goodness 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, Who among you has woken up today fasting?” Abu 
Bakr said, “| have.” The Prophet said, “Who among you has 
followed a funeral procession?” Abu Bakr said, | have.” The 
Prophet said, Who among you has fed a needy person?” Abu 
Bakr said, “| have.” The Prophet said, “Who among you has 
visited a sick person?” Abu Bakr said, “| have.” The Prophet 
said, These deeds are not combined in someone but that 
they will enter Jannah.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1028b 


Supporting Narration 
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Umar ibn al-Khattab dic a iS) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah ## ordered us to give charity and at the time | had 
some wealth. | said to myself, “Today | will outdo Abu Bakr, if 
ever there were a day to outdo him.” | went with half of my 
wealth to the Prophet and he said, ‘What have you left for 
your family?” | said, The same amount.” 


Then, Abu Bakr came with everything he had. The Prophet 
said, O Abu Bakr, what have you left for your family?” Abu 
Bakr said, Allah and his messenger.” | said, By Allah, | will 
never do better than Abu Bakr.” 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 5675 
Grade: Hasan 


Leave A Legacy 
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Narrated Ibn Umar dic al _~4): In the lifetime of Allah's 
Messenger (#2), Umar gave in charity some of his property, a 
garden of date-palms called Thamgh. Umar said, “O Allah's 
Messenger (#)! | have some property which | prize highly 
and | want to give it in charity.” 


The Prophet (#8) said, "Give it in charity (i.e. as an 
endowment) with its land and trees on the condition that the 
land and trees will neither be sold nor given as a present, nor 
bequeathed, but the fruits are to be spent in charity. 


So Umar gave it in charity, and it was for Allah's Cause, the 
emancipation of slaves, for the poor, for guests, for travellers, 
and for kinsmen. The person acting as its administrator could 
eat from it reasonably and fairly and could let a friend of his 
eat from it provided he had no intention of becoming 
wealthy by its means. 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 2764 


Supporting The Community 
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Narrated Thumamah bin Hazn al-Qushairi: ‘| was present at 
the house when Uthman appeared above them saying: Bring 
me your two companions who have gathered you against 


He said: “So they were brought as if they were two 
oh or as if they were two donkeys.- 


He said: “Uthman appeared above them and said: | ask you 
by Allah and Islam! Do you Know that the Messenger of Allah 
(2) came to Al-Madinah and there was no water in it that 
was sweet except the well of Rumah, so the Messenger of 
Allah (#) said: ‘Who will purchase the well of Rumah and 
place his bucket alongside the buckets of the Muslims, in 
exchange for better than that in Jannah? So | bought it with 
the core of my wealth, and today you prevent me from 
drinking from it, so that | would have to drink from the water 
of the sea?’ They said: ‘O Allah! Yes! 


He said: | ask you by Allah and Islam! Do you know that the 
Masjid, was insufficient for its people, so the Messenger of 
Allah (#8) said: ‘Who will purchase the land of the family of 
so-and-so, and add it to the Masjid in exchange for better 
than that in Jannah?’ So | bought it with the core of my 
wealth, and today you prevent me from praying two Rakah 
in it?’ They said: O Allah! Yes.’ 


He said: | ask you by Allah and Islam! Do you know that | 
prepared the army of distress’ from my wealth? They said: O 
Allah! Yes!’ Then he said: | ask you by Allah and Islam! Do 
you know that the Messenger of Allah (#2) was on (mount) 
Thabir of Makkah, and with him was Abu Bakr, and Umar, 
and myself? The mountain began shaking until its rocks fell 
to its bottom.’ He said: 'So he (#8) stomped it with his foot 
and said: ‘Be still O Thabir! For there is none upon except a 
Prophet, a Siddig and two martyrs?” They said: O Allah! Yes! 
He said: Allah is Great! Bear witness by the Lord of the 
Ka bah that | am a martyr!’ - three times.” 


Source:Jami at-Tirmidhi, 3/703 
Grade: Hasan 


Context: This narration occurred after the death of the 
Messenger of Allah # when Uthman bin Affan’s (UI 42) 
dic) house was besieged by the culprits who were rebellious 
against him and wished to prevent him from going to the 
Masjid. 


With regards to the battle being mentioned in the hadith - 
On an occasion, the Prophet (#) said to the people: Who will 
aid the army of Usrah in this battle? So Uthman went to his 
home bringing back with him one thousand dinar in gold 
coins. One-thousand dinars is equivalent to four and a 
quarter kilograms of gold. 


The next few narrations mention that a 
certain deed is considered the best of 
charity. Scholars say that we take all these 
narrations and understand them such that 
the Prophet #2 was mentioning what was 
the best deed in a particular context or that 
which could be done by the person asking 
him for guidance. Each deed mentioned is of 
the best of deeds that we can do in charity. 


Best Charity: That When One 
Is In Good health 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail x4) reported: A man came to the 
Prophet ## and he said, O Messenger of Allah, which charity 
has the greatest reward?” 


The Prophet (#%) said, “That you give charity while you are 
healthy, greedy, fearing poverty, and hoping to be rich. Do 
not delay giving until you are on your deathbed, then say it Is 
for such a person. It already belongs to that person.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1419 and Sahih Muslim, 1042 


Supporting Narration 
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Abu Hurairah dic aul _~S) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, The best charity is what you give when you are 
independent; start by spending on your dependents.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1426 


Best Charity: Reconciliation 
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Narrated Abu Darda’ dic ail (4): The Prophet (#8) said: 
Shall | not inform you of something more excellent in degree 
than fasting, prayer and almsgiving (Sadagah)? The people 
replied: Yes, Prophet of Allah! 


He said: It is putting things right between people, spoiling 
them is the shaver (destructive). 


Source: Sunan Abu Dawud, 4919 
Grade: Sahih 


Supporting Narration 
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Abu Ayyub dic ail _~S) reported: The Messenger of Allah ae 
said, Verily, the best act of charity is one given to an 
estranged relative. 


Source: Musnad Imam Ahmad, 24540 
Grade: Sahih 


Best Charity: A Drink of Water 
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Sa’d ibn ‘Ubadah dic ail (4) reported: | said, (O Messenger 
of Allah, my mother has died. Shall | give charity on her 
behalf?” The Prophet # said, Yes.” 


| said, ‘Which charity is best?” The Prophet said, “A drink of 


water. 


Source: Musnad Imam Ahmad, 22459 
Grade: Hasan 


Best Charity: Feeding People 
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Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-'As dic al iS) reported: A man 
asked the Messenger of Allah (#2), "Which act in Islam is the 
best?" He (#) replied, "To feed (the poor and the needy) and 
to greet (with salam) those whom you know and those you 
do not know. 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 28 


Supporting Narration 
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Abu Shurayh dic al (4) reported: He said, O Messenger of 
Allah, tell me something that will guarantee Jannah for me.” 
The Messenger of Allah ## said, “Speak kind words, offer 
peace, and feed the hungry. 


Source: Sahih Ibn Hibban, 509 
Grade: Hasan 


Best Charity: Serving The Community 
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Thawban dic al _»4) reported: The Messenger of Allah #2 
said, The best coin for a man to spend is the coin spent on 
his dependents, and the coin spent by a man on his riding 
animal in the way of Allah, and the coin spent by a man on 
his companions in the way of Allah.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 994 


Supporting Narration 
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Abu Umamah dic a _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
(2) said, "The best of charities is to provide canopy in the 
Cause of Allah, to pay wages to a servant in the way of Allah, 
and to provide a camel in the way of Allah (to be used by a 
Mujahid).” 


Source: Jami at-Tirmidhi, 1627 
Grade: Hasan 


Charity Extinguishes The Displeasure 
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Narrated Abu Saeed al-Khudri dic all _~4): On Eid ul Fitr or 
‘Eid ul Adha, Allah's Messenger (#) went out to the 
Musallah. After finishing the prayer, he delivered the sermon 
and ordered the people to give alms. He said, ‘O people! Give 
in charity.. Then he went towards the women and said. “O 
women! Give alms, for | have seen that the majority of the 
dwellers of Hellfire were you (women). The women asked, 
"O Allah's Messenger (##)! What is the reason for it?" He 
replied, (0 women! You curse frequently and are ungrateful 
to your husbands. | have not seen anyone more deficient in 
intelligence and religion than you. O women, some of you 


can lead a cautious wise man astray. Then he left. 


And when he reached his house, Zainab, the wife of Ibn 
Mas ud, came and asked permission to enter It was said, “O 
Allah's Messenger (#2)! It is Zainab." He asked, ‘Which 
Zainab? The reply was that she was the wife of Ibn Mas ud. 
He said, Yes, allow her to enter.. And she was admitted. 
Then she said, “O Prophet of Allah! Today you ordered 
people to give alms and | had an ornament and intended to 
give it as alms, but Ibn Masud said that he and his children 
deserved it more than anybody else.” The Prophet (#) 
replied, ‘Ibn Mas ud had spoken the truth. Your husband and 
your children had more right to it than anybody else.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1462 


Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr aUl 40>) commented on this hadith and 
said: In it is (a proof) that giving charity wards off 
punishment and that it expiates the sins which take place 
between the creation. [Fath al-Bari, 1:528] 


A Means To Attain The Shade of Allah 
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Said, (#8) The Prophet :dic au _~4) Narrated Abu Hurairah 
“Seven (people) will be shaded by Allah by His Shade on the 
Day of Resurrection when there will be no shade except His 

Shade 


(They will be), a just ruler, a young man who has been 
brought up in the worship of Allah, a man who remembers 
Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with tears, a 
man whose heart is attached to the masjid (offers his 
compulsory congregational prayers in the mosque), two men 
who love each other for Allah's Sake, a man who Is called by 
a charming lady of noble birth to commit illegal sexual 
intercourse with her, and he says, | am afraid of Allah, and 
(finally), a man who gives in charity so secretly that his left- 
hand does not know what his right hand has given.° 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6806 


Supporting Narrations 
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Marthad ibn Abdullah dic aul iS) reported: The Prophet te 
said, The shade of the believer on the Day of Resurrection is 
his charity.” 


Source: Musnad Imam Ahmad, 24490 

Grade: Hasan 
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‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir aic aul (4) reported: The Messenger of 
Allah #% said, ‘Verily, charity will protect people from the 
heat in their graves. Verily, only the believer can seek shade 
on the Day of Resurrection in the shade of his charity.” 


Source: al-Bayhaqi’s Shu’ab al-Iman, 45076 
Grade: Hasan 


Allah Multiplies Our Charity 
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Abu Hurairah dic ail _~4) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, None gives charity from what is good, for Allah only 
accepts what Is good, except that the Merciful takes it with 
his right hand. Even if it is a date, it is nurtured in the hand 
of the Merciful until it becomes greater than a mountain, just 
as one of you nurtures his young horse or camel.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1014 


Supporting Narrations 
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Aisha lgic al (4) reported: The Messenger of Allah #2 said, 
“Verily, Allah will raise up a date or a morsel in charity, just 
as one of you raises his young mare or his young camel until 
it becomes like the mountain of Uhud.” 


Source: Sahih Ibn Hibban, 3417 
Grade: Sahih 
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Abu Mas’ud dic ail _4) reported: A man came with a bridled 
camel and he said, “This is in the way of Allah.” The 
Messenger of Allah ## said, “You will have for it seven 
hundred camels on the Day of Resurrection; each of them 
will be bridled.” 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1892 
Grade: Sahih 
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It was narrated that Khuraim bin Fatik dic ail LS) Sald: 
"The Messenger of Allah (#) said: ‘Whoever spends in the 
cause of Allah, it will be recorded for him seven hundred 
fold.” 


Source: Jam! at-Tirmidhi, 1625 
Grade: Hasan 


Charity: A Door to Entering Jannah 
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Narrated Abu Hurairah aic alll 4): | heard Allah's 
Messenger (##) saying, "Anybody who spends a pair of 
something in Allah's Cause will be called from all the gates 
of Jannah, ‘O Allah's slave! This is good. 


He who is amongst those who pray will be called from the 
gate of the prayer (in Jannah) and he who is from the people 
of Jihad will be called from the gate of Jinad, and he who is 
from those who give in charity (i.e. Zakat) will be called from 
the gate of charity, and he who is amongst those who 
observe fast will be called from the gate of fasting, the gate 
of Ratyan.- 


Abu Bakr said, ‘He who Is called from all those gates will 
need nothing, He added, Will anyone be called from all 
those gates, O Allah's Messenger (#)?" He said, "Yes, and | 
hope you will be among those, O Abu Bakr.’ 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 5666 


Charity: Helps Attain The 
Treasures of Jannah 
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Ali ibn Abi Talib aic al x8) reported: The Prophet #% said, 
“Verily, in Jannah are chambers whose outside can be seen 
from the inside, and whose inside can be seen from the 
outside.” A bedouin stood up and he said, “Who are they for, 
O Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet (#2) said, For those who 
speak kind words, feed the poor, regularly fast, and pray to 
Allah at night while people sleep.” 


Source: Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1984 
Grade: Hasan 


Dealing With People In 
Regards to Charity 
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Abdullah ibn Mas’ud dic al _4) reported: The Prophet #8 
said, There is no envy but in two cases: a man whom Allah 
has given wealth and he spends it rightly, and a man whom 
Allah has given wisdom and he judges and teaches with it.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 74 and Sahih Muslim, 816 


The permissible envy (dlc) here refers to the type where 
you wish for yourself that which is with your brother without 
the removal of what is with him. 


Supporting Narrations 
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It was narrated that Abu Hurairah dic aU LS) Sald: “A man 
came to the Prophet, who encouraged the people to give 
charity to him. A man said: ‘| have such and such, and there 
was no one left in that gathering who did not give him 
something in charity, to a greater or lesser extent. 


The Messenger of Allah (#8) said: ‘Whoever initiates a good 
practice that is followed, he will receive a perfect reward for 
that, and a reward equivalent to that of those who follow it, 
without that detracting from their reward in the slightest. 
And whoever introduces a bad practice that is followed, he 
will receive the complete burden of sin for that, and a burden 
of sin equivalent to that of those who follow it without that 
detracting from their burden in the slightest. © 


Source: Sunan Ibn Majah, 204 
Grade: Sahih 
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Ibn Abbas aic ail _~4) reported Allah's Apostle (2) having 
Said this: He who gets back his charity is like a dog which 
vomits, and then returns to that and eats it. 


Source: Sahih Muslim, 1622a 


Do To The Best Of Your Ability 
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Abu Musa dic dil _»4) reported: The Prophet #8 said, 
“Charity is a duty upon every Muslim.” They said, ‘What if he 
has nothing?” The Prophet said, “Then he should work with 
his hands to benefit himself and give in charity.” 


They said, What if he cannot do so?” The Prophet said, Then 
he should help a depressed, needy person.” They said, What 
if he cannot do so?” The Prophet said, “Then he should 
enjoin goodness and virtue.” 


They said, What if he cannot do so?” The Prophet said, Then 
he should refrain from evil, for that will be his charity.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 6022 and Sahih Muslim, 1008 


The Prophet’s #2 Dua 
For Those Who Give 
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Abdullah ibn Abi Awfa dic all _.4) reported: When people 
came to the Prophet ## to give charity, he would say, “O 
Allah, send blessings upon the household of these people.” 
My father came to him with charity and he said, “O Allah, 
send blessings upon the household of Abu Awfa.” 


Source: Sahih al-Bukhari, 1427 


CONCLUSION 


Conclusion 


Our Sheikh Ibrahim Nuhu ail 4e> advised, “If a person is 
given a blessing and it is being misused by the servant, then 
Allah tests them with the opposite of it. Youre either on this 
Side or that. Either youre doing something important or not. 
Either youre doing something that pleases Allah, or that 
which pleases Shaitan. Check yourself, where you stand, and 
what you are doing. 


Abu Hurairah aic all 48) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
“2 said, None among the servants are bestowed a blessing 
from Allah and He makes it abundant upon him but that He 
will appoint to him something of the needs of people. If he Is 
irritated with them, he risks the disappearance of that 
blessing. [Shuab al-Iman, 7254 


Train yourself to give charity. It will help you and keep you 
away from and cut off spending it in an impermissible or 
disliked manner. Wealth can take you to the highest station 
in Jannah or it can keep you way behind even the poorest of 
the poor where you have to account for every cent that you 
spent on the Day of Judgement. Build your Jannah, starting 
today 


